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TEXAS 88th 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

WHO WE ARE
Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership’s (BAYTRAN) region represents 
50% of the 8-county regional economy and 27% of the Texas economy 
which is the 9th largest economy in the world. Our region is unique in that 
it is comprised of growing residential communities, the country’s largest 
petrochemical complexes, heavy industrial complexes, and multiple ports. The 
transportation infrastructure in our region is critical to moving people safely, 
goods efficiently, and as serves as our coastal communities’ evacuation routes 
during emergencies. 

BAYTRAN is the advocate for increased mobility and efficient freight 
movement. BAYTRAN supports policies which increase investment in 
transportation and supporting infrastructure, which is the key to continued 
economic growth in the State of Texas. The items discussed in this white paper 
are critical and require action. 
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Legislative Agenda

KEEPING EXISTING FUNDING TOOLS

Toll Roads
Toll roads are an important funding mechanism in high growth regions, 
the ability to utilize a toll road could make a difference in keeping up 
with growth vs. falling behind. BAYTRAN strongly opposes legislation 
restricting the use of this important tool. 

No Diversions
BAYTRAN opposes diversions of funds from transportation dedicated 
resources to non-transportation uses. 

ADJUSTMENTS TO EXISTING REVENUES SOURCES

Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax
with the last increase in 1991, the purchasing power of the 20-cent state 
motor fuel tax has diminished. BAYTRAN recommends increasing the tax 
and indexing the tax to a level of inflation such as the Construction Cost 
Index. 

Vehicle Registration Fees
Increase at the statewide level. The Legislature has not enacted a 
significant increase in registration fees since the mid-1980’s. 

REVIEW OF POTENTIAL SOURCES FOR NEW REVENUE

Electric and Hybrid Vehicle Equity Fee
Establish a fee to ensure that electric and hybrid vehicle owners contribute 
a fair share of the cost to fund Texas roadways. 

Coastal Spine
BAYTRAN supports 
legislation appropriating 

funding for design and construction 
of the storm surge protection system 
in the upper Texas Gulf Coast to 
protect the environment, industries, 
the national economy, and vulnerable 
communities within the region.

Port Infrastructure
Increase funding for 
port transportation 
infrastructure needs, 

including channel improvements, to 
accommodate continued tonnage 
growth in exports and imports 
worldwide.

Grand Parkway
Completion of segments 
A, B and C, and further 
expansion of the Grand 

Parkway is vital to connecting major 
freight corridors, port facilities, and to 
serve as a hurricane evacuation route 
for coastal communities.

Freight 
Infrastructure
Increase funding for freight 

transportation infrastructure, including 
rail, and preserve and grow Legislative 
Rider funding for port connectivity.

PRIORITY PROJECTS AND 
INITIATIVES








